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OCT 15, 1949 - JUL 17, 2025

D ennis Alfred Smith was born October 15, 1949 near Lebanon,
Missouri to Bessie Smith and Dennis A. Jones.

He passed away Thursday, July 17, 2025 in Lake Regional Hospital in Osage Beach, Missouri. He
was seventy-five years, nine months and two days of age.

Dennis spent the early years of his life in the Conway, Missouri area. When he was a teenager, he
worked for Dr. Fisk as a veterinarian assistant.

He joined the United States Army and his service included a tour in Vietnam. When he left the
military, he returned to Lebanon and began his long, thirty-nine year career with MFA.

He enjoyed working at MFA and his co-workers and many of his customers were like family to
him. On February 15, 1974, Dennis was united to his love, Peggy Jo Lawson.

They lovingly raised their family together and enjoyed creating lasting memories for their family.
Dennis is preceded in death by his parents, Bessie and Dennis; his wife, Peggy Jo Smith, who
passed away May 24, 2022; and his daughter, Susie Runge.

He is survived by his daughter, Peggy Jo Smith of Lebanon, Missouri; three sons, Dennis Smith,
and Benjamin Smith, both of Lebanon, Missouri and Phillip Runge of Illinois; thirteen
grandchildren; fifteen great-grandchildren; his brother, Jack Smith of Ohio; three sisters, Brenda
Hines of Laredo, Texas, Jean Sims of Leesburg, Florida and Kate Batten of Dunkirk, Indiana; and
a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and many friends.

Dennis enjoyed fishing and camping and spending time with his grandchildren and visiting his

great-grandchildren. Family was very important to him and he looked forward to being together
with them.
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He also loved animals very much and had several pets throughout the course of his life. Dennis
was a very loving and caring man and was always willing to give a helping hand.

As his final wish, Dennis requested to be an eye donor, a request that was fulfilled. He was a
devoted and loving husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother.

He was a caring and trusted neighbor and friend. Dennis was a good, honorable man who will be
missed by those who knew and loved him.

Funeral service for Dennis Smith will be Monday, July 28 at 11 a.m. at Holman-Howe Funeral
Home. Visitation will be Monday, July 28 from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. at the funeral home.

Burial will be in Mr. Rose Memorial Park. A memorial to Claws and Paws has been established
and donations may be left at the funeral home.
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Maxine Wheeler posted:

DJ was my first cousin, we grew up together, there was a time he lived with us along with his half
sister and brother Jack, we were poor but didn't know it, that four room house with a path out back,
was full but we still had fun times.l remember him coming to visit wearing his army uniform, he was a
handsome gentle giant, when he was in Vietham we wrote regularly, he even got some of his friends
to write me. Lol. That didn't go well.He could tell some good stories about his grandkids.Anytime |
invited them to a family event they always showed up with a gift.He was given some hard knocks but
never complained, he will be missed.RIP DJ, | love you. Maxine

July 22 at 3:58 PM

Larry Brumley posted:

Dennis was a very good friend and person would do any thing for you. | enjoyed working with him for
several years. He and his wife Peggy were very good to me and my wife Rachel, spending time with
him at their lake house. Dennis always put his kids first. | won't ever have another true friend like him.
He did not judge me on things | did wrong, just tried to give me advice on not to do it again but did
not preach to me about it. He would tell me once and that was it

July 21at 9:39 PM

Sharon Handley lit a candle in honor of Dennis.

So very sorry for the loss of your loved one. Life may not have been kind but he
was loved. Rest in Peace Dennis. 5

July 18 at 5:28 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Dennis by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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